
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Vienna Humanities Festival 2016  
 
 
Around 3,000 people attended the first annual Vienna Humanities Festival between 23rd and 
25th of September 2016. Organized jointly by the Wien Museum and the Institute for Human 
Sciences (IWM), the weekend-long event offered approximately 40 lectures, discussions, 
and readings exploring the festival theme, ‘Out of Place.’  Speakers included academics and 
curators from a wide range of disciplines, from anthropologists to philosophers. The festival 
was made possible through the generous support of private and institutional sponsors. 
 
Matti Bunzl, the Director of the Wien Museum, was thrilled with the successful premier of the 
festival in Vienna. He noted that, ‘not only were we able to engage a large audience, but we 
also succeeded in creating the feel of an urban salon, which is something we had really 
hoped to achieve. The atmosphere was wonderful, and the attendees discussed and 
exchanged ideas about the important topics of our time with each other.’ 
 
According to co-organizer Shalini Raderia from the Institute for the Human Sciences, the 
festival’s success points to the demand and need for information and cultural exchange 
today. Dr. Raderia further noted that ‘at the same time, the festival highlighted how active, 
creative and varied the academic and cultural life in Vienna is.’  
 
The organizers further stated that ‘We hope that the debates and discussions on being ‘out 
of place’ initiated by the Wien Museum and IVM will continue to evolve and become part of a 
larger societal discussion.’ Plans for next year are already under way. 
 
We thank all partners for the excellent cooperation and generous support!  
 
 

Documentation:  

For the detailed program of the festival please see http://humanitiesfestival.at/  

Images of the festival: http://www.iwm.at/events/event/humanities-festival/  

Video documentation of the events:  
https://youtu.be/Hrie7N5v6tg?list=PLjrO4-lSuhVhK5pPZbv9zGRHAh2FBdCDu  
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